If you're familiar with the basics about the mystery of the so-called rapture, when believers are "caught up" in the sky, 
you're probably well aware of how that entry level clue about its timing in 1 Thessalonians, that "yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night", points to the thief parable from the mount of 
Olives, when the disciples asked about Jeus about the time of his return. He said if the "goodman of the house" had 
known in what watch "the thief would come, he would have watched" and "not have suffered his house to be broken" 
into. Then you've probably also compared the similarities, as well as the differences, between the related sayings in 
Matthew 24 & Mark 13, as well as Luke 12 & 17, that describe the facts of that most pivotal event. 


But there's a certain aspect about that counterintuitive moment you most likely haven't given much thought. So | want 
to take a closer look now, to both prepare you in advance to make that decisive leap of faith, without any hesitation 
("Remember Lot's wife"), and to help anyone else afterwards who wants to better understand the true nature of 
what's actually taken place. Jesus described these two basic groups when he said, in Luke 17, "I tell you, in that night 
there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. Two women shall be grinding 
together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left." But when his disciples asked him where, he said "Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be 
gathered together." 


And as startling as his answer is here, the expression is even more of a shock when you look at the way that it's put 
in Matthew 24, when he explains more bluntly: "For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered 
together." Because the first thing that comes to mind now are his words before his own resurrection, when he said 
"Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit." Remember, Paul also compared the resurrection to a grain of wheat, when he said "So also 
is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption". So it almost seems like the carcase 
would be the seed coat with the grain of wheat, the natural shell covering, like the chrysalis of a butterfly. 


Like Jesus said about ascension "It is the spirit that quickeneth", remember? "the flesh profiteth nothing" (but "the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you"). And about the resurrection "the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them". 
Whether his spirit was yet quickened, or he was, at that time, raised up only, when his disciples "supposed that they 
had seen a spirit", Jesus actually had a tangible form when he said "Behold my hands and my feet". And according to 
Paul, "if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." Is it not evident that, whether buried or whether 
living, it's the "Spirit in the inner man" that seems to be materializing, during the mysterious "translation" process 
about which so little is known. 


Then could there be more than meets the eye in Jeremiah 51, when it says "I will fill thee with men, as with 
caterpillers; and they shall lift up" a shout against you? Or when Nahum chapter 3 says "the cankerworm spoileth, 
and flieth away"? Maybe, or maybe not. Perhaps we'll soon find out! It might’ve been hard to think of worms with a 
positive connotation, if it weren't for Isaiah 41, when it says endearingly: "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of 
Israel; | will help thee". We know the resurrection's announced "with a shout, with the voice of the archangel", as in 
the "trump of God", otherwise known as the "last trump". But while it's less of a pretty picture when you apply the 
concept of the chrysalis to any vaguely defined notion of a resurrected human being, considering the irregular state in 
which such chaff might well be found, we have a pretty good idea of where Infinity War lifted its material from. 


We know from Luke 20 that "children of the resurrection" become "equal unto the angels", while the living are 
translated into heaven "in the twinkling of an eye", so to better anticipate the, let's say, atmospheric conditions 
associated with such a divine transit scenario, let's look at the most notable examples in scripture of travel between 
the two worlds. Usually, when angels come and go, their means of transportation isn't readily observed, but there's a 
singular exception in the account of Sampson and Delilah, when Samson's parents were visited by that secret angel 
in Judges 13; they witnessed, "when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD 
ascended in the flame of the altar." 


Ans, speaking of ascension, when the apostles saw Jesus ascend into heaven in the first chapter of Acts, the two 
men in white apparel said "why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." But while details are scarce during the 


scene where he's "taken up" (other than a reference to the involvement of a cloud), we know from Matthew 24 that 
"as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be." Luke 17 also attests to the fact that "as the lightning, that lignteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day." And of course, Jesus himself "beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven." 


So we have a few examples, with some similarities and some differences, between beings who apparently originated 
in heaven, as well as Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, born of a woman of earth, all reported to make the trek, 
one way or the other, in the form either of lightning, or of fire. And with the most vivid description we have of any 
vehicle for such a purpose, the "wheel" in Ezekiel 1, that comes from the midst of a cloud in a whirlwind, we see a 
demonstration of how the two forces go hand and hand, as "out of the fire went forth lightning" with this "dreadful" 
sight to behold. 


But apart from the, as of yet, long awaited mass resurrection, there are very few individual cases of entirely mortal 
humans who, unlike the aforementioned, major otherworldly figures, would need to be translated into glorified forms 
before completing the journey without seeing "the sleep of death". Besides Enoch and Elijah, there aren't any other 
concrete examples throughout the several thousand years of scriptural record. So if "SHC" had any basis in related 
anomalous occurrences, that could certainly account for the objection that "if spontaneous human combustion is a 
real — but very rare — phenomenon, statistically we should see far more cases." The very real benevolent "fire of 
God" is even rarer than the malevolent. 


The brief account in Genesis 5 says that "Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him." It's only 
because Paul elaborates in Hebrews 11 that we know "Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was 
not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God." 
Other than that, no further details are provided. But when Elijah was "taken up" in the presence of Elisha "there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. And Elisha saw it". And while there's no observation recorded of any "translation" or residual matter, it says 
Elisha "took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him". 


But that he wouldn't necessarily have to have been "translated" on the ground, we can infer from the fact that when 
Philip baptized the Ethiopian eunuch, "when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away 
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more", while "Philip was found at Azotus", alive and preaching "in all the cities". 
Besides Enoch & Elijah, we have only Paul's mysterious reference in 2 Corinthians 12, when he says "I knew such a 
man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, 
and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter." 


Beyond that, as far as we know, everyone else was "out of the body". When John saw the open door in heaven in 
Revelation 4, he reportedly was "in the spirit" when he saw those things that followed next, which presumably was the 
case with the rest of all the prophets who also weren't "in the body" when they had visions "not of this world". At least, 
if there were any other exceptions they don't appear to be readily available, although there are references to many 
other books that we don't have access to, such as those which do abound in the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 


Like the mantle of Elijah, Peter also "beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves" in the empty tomb, leaving even 
him "wondering in himself at that which was come to pass." Only, in this case Jesus had been resurrected, but he 
hadn't yet ascended. That he existed in two distinct forms after he was risen, but before he was taken up, is shown in 
Mark 16. After Mary Magdalene saw him first, "he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked". And 
after the eyes were opened of the two that walked in Luke 24, "he vanished out of their sight"! Remember, when Mary 
saw him in the first form, he said "Touch me not; for | am not yet ascended to my Father". But when he appeared in 
the second form, he said "handle me" and "shewed them his hands and his feet", later instructing Thomas to even 
"reach hither thy finger" and "thrust it into my side". So it appears he might have been "translated", not at the moment 
he was resurrected, but sometime between when he was first seen by Mary Magdalene and when he was later seen 
by the two that walked. Whatever the case may be, details about the metamorphosis between these two 
unmistakable stages are not provided. 


Besides the fact that he wasn’t wearing the same clothes, whether or not he was recognized was especially related to 
whether or not their "eyes were holden". While you might first think of how he went to the feast of tabernacles in John 
7, "as it were in secret", or of that prophet in 1 Kings who "disguised himself with ashes upon his face", remember in 
particular how God "opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way" in Numbers 
22, or how he also "opened the eyes of the young man" who saw the mountain "full of horses and chariots of fire" in 2 
Kings 6. That he "did eat before them", unlike the angel in Judges 6, who "consumed the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes" with fire, or the one in Judges 13, who said "I will not eat of thy bread", seems to highlight a distinction 
between angels and the resurrected. 


Yet, when you consider the absence of a body in the case of the "hairy man" Elijah, in light of the fact that in Jesus's 
tomb "they found not his body", you have to consider that the "carcase" in Matthew 24 could belong to a victim of the 
"sudden destruction", among certain people of those who are not found to be "worthy to escape". After all, "was it not 
with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness?" Or worse yet, was it not "the carcase of Jezebel" 
that was "as dung upon the face of the field". Even with Lot's wife, when God "delivered just Lot", she not only looked 
back in defiance, but also "became a pillar of salt", like a victim of Pompeii, entombed in salty volcanic ash. 


We do fully expect God to destroy his enemies on the day of the Lord. When Joel chapter 2 describes "the day of the 
LORD" also, it does say there that "all faces shall gather blackness." And David too described in the prophetic vision 
of his song, how God "sent out arrows, and scattered them; lightning, and discomfited them". But in this exact same 
instance, when he "rode upon a cherub" and was seen on "the wings of the wind", he "made darkness his secret 
place", as in "his pavilion round about him"—he says he'll "hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle", and 
"keep them secretly in a pavilion", as in all those who fear the Lord. The "sudden destruction" of his enemies and the 
resurrection of his friends both happen simultaneously on this selfsame day (while David's "both dead and buried", 
when the foundations are discovered, it says he "took me", "from above", and "then the LORD will take me 
up"—though he's "forgotten as a dead man out of mind", he's taken up). 


The day of the Lords is a singular event, "such as was not since the beginning of the world" "to that same time". 
There has never been a day like it before, "neither shall be any more after it". There aren't any such separate 
occasions, it's "the" main event (hashtag #comeupoutofyourgraves) throughout the entirety of scripture—tike Enoch 
"we which are alive and remain shall be caught up", and then "we shall all be changed". 


Although Jesus and Elijah are "not the same flesh" as each other, Jesus being the only example of child from a virgin 
birth, | might suppose that the carcase of Matthew 24 couldn't belong to any child of the resurrection, if it weren't for 
the peculiar precedent of the two witnesses of Revelation, whose "dead bodies shall lie in the street" for "three days 
and an half", while "they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry", although they evidently 
"are the two anointed ones". 


So continuing with the seed comparison, with wheat or "some other grain", to the body sown at the resurrection, Paul 
says in Romans 6, "if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed", as in 
the "natural body"; the spirit's "not quickened, except it die". The husk frequently is associated with the final outcome 
of evil doers, like those in the first Psalm "like the chaff which the wind driveth away." Like every plant God "hath not 
planted"—they're cast "into the fire, and they are burned", like the plant of Ezekiel 17: "shall it not utterly wither, when 
the east wind toucheth it?" Yet, in 1 Peter chapter 1, we find the most perfectly shining example of how it can also 
apply to the mortal flesh of all the faithful: 


"Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." 


It's a peculiar fact, also, that eagles gather at the carcass, rather than mere vultures, as you would generally expect. 
Because the former have both positive and negative connotations, unlike the latter which are relegated exclusively to 
the realm of the profane. The first reference to the eagle is in Exodus 19: "how | bare you on eagles' wings, and 


brought you unto myself." The next is in Leviticus 11, where the vulture first appears, who, on the other hand, is 
confined to this designation "in abomination among the fowls". 


While no description is ever given of the actual "translation" process, we can rest assured that there's no need for 
believers to be afraid of it. A unique benign behavior of a certain type of "fire from heaven", that's specifically linked 
to the resurrection's reality, that "Moses shewed at the bush", is observed when the angel of God spoke to him then, 
"in a flame of fire" and "the bush burned with fire" but " the bush was not consumed". And not only that, It's linked also 
to the circumstances of Jesus's ascension; when Jesus said to wait in Jerusalem "until ye be endued with power from 
on high" and "there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them." 


A selective behavior was also implied when Samson's "cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt 
with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands." But the discerning intelligence with heavenly fire, for not only 
benevolent, but also malevolent purposes, was extraordinarily showcased when "the flame of the fire slew those men 
that took up" Daniel's three friends, while protecting they themselves ("upon whose bodies the fire had no power"), 
who remained virtually untouched "walking in the midst of the fire" with "no hurt"! 


Unlike Moses's time "when the voice of the trumpet sounded long", when "the LORD GOD shall blow the trumpet" 
now, when "God is gone up with a shout", "when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye", "He will swallow up death in victory", 
like the "O grave, | will be thy destruction" saying. As Paul, in Hebrews 12, compares the former group to the latter, 
you're "not come unto the mount that might be touched" and "burned with fire, nor unto blackness", like when God 
could then "break forth upon them", but you're "come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels"! 


While the former example should help refresh your memory about "the terror of the Lord" in appearance, his visibility 
in that instance far exceeding any other (though confined to a localized camp), just imagine such an overwhelmingly 
"dreadful" sight on a staggeringly worldwide scale ("the day of the LORD is great and very terrible") with a kind of 
perfect clarity hitherto yet unbeknownst, for a somewhat vague idea of what sort of majesty awaits. 


Moses said in Deuteronomy, when they "stood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire unto the midst 
of heaven, with darkness, clouds, and thick darkness", they "heard the voice of the words" but they "saw no 
similitude"—God is known to sometimes "dwell in thick darkness", yet with the latter example set to include those "ten 
thousands of saints", we're reminded of Daniel 10s "one like the similitude of the sons of men", when Daniel "retained 
no strength", or breath, in the presence of Michael's associate. 


In the end, "at that time shall Michael stand up", so it should be pretty safe to assume, when the "heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork", with "no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard", with his advancement "from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it", there's a panoramic 
view, a little more than just implied, but more vividly in Romans 1 still, when "the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead". While he'll make "bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations", like his Godhead. Like Jeremiah 
advised, it's "the back, and not the face", like how Moses saw his "back parts", still, his "face shall not be seen." 
Remember: "No man hath seen God at any time", but "the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father", 
who's "dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see"... 


